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R. Michael Dution Once again, the members of the Los Angeles County Child Abuse Prevention

Councils (www.lachildabusecouncils.org) have requested the participation of the
Los Angeles County Office of Education in a countywide effort to help prevent
Stanley L. Johnson, Jr. child abuse. Specifically, the focus is on child abuse that may be the direct result
of grade reporting. The enclosed packet contains copies of flyers entitled,
"Understanding: The Most Important Grade." These materials have also been
translated into nine languages. The materials are a product of 12 Los Angeles
County Child Abuse Prevention Councils (LAC-CAPCs).

Betly Forrester

Monte E. Perez

Report card time is an important time for families. Child abuse professionals, law
enforcement officers, and emergency room staff recognize that at report card time,
there is an escalation of child abuse. Parents’ frustration, helplessness, and anger
are often incited upon learning that a child is having difficulty in school. In some
families, this leads to out-of-control behaviors that result in physical and emotional
abuse. One way to help prevent this is to provide information to parents and
teachers to alert them to the high stress associated with report cards. This will help
them to work cooperatively so that parents can learn non-violent problem solving
approaches. Report card time is when parents need to be understanding and
compassionate, not demanding or cruel.

To help them respond appropriately, we suggest that a flyer in the primary
language of the parent be sent home a few days before report card time. This will
remind parents of the importance of working positively with the school without
threatening or injuring their children.

We urge your cooperation in this effort to prevent child abuse. If you have any
questions regarding this matter or want information on how to contact your local

Child Abuse Prevention Council, please contact me at 562/922-6377.
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Dear Teachers, Principals, Advocates and School Administrators:

The Los Angeles County Child Abuse Prevention Councils (LAC-CAPCs) are pleased to partner
with local schools and district offices once again in the 2022-23 school year to request your help
and participation with the “Report Card Insert Project.” As you may know, occurrences of
physical and emotional abuse increase when children bring home report cards that are
viewed by caregivers as unsatisfactory. Now in our 24th year of the insert project, we truly
believe incidences of child abuse related to report card time have been diminished by providing
strength-based educational information to parents and caregivers.

The Child Abuse Prevention Councils, funded through the Department of Children and Family
Services (DCFS) and supported by the Children’s Bureau of Southern California, have designed
a brief and simple one-page communication insert to be sent home, emailed, or given to parents
with report cards. This insert presents several constructive and positive ways to respond to a
child’s school performance without abuse. It is available in English, Spanish, Mandarin,
Japanese, Vietnamese, Armenian, Korean, Thai, and Khmer. It is up to your school or district to
decide how and when to give it to parents, but some suggested times might be: Back to School
Night, emailed one week prior to report cards going home, or even included in the envelope with
the report card. Some schools and districts choose to include it in their newsletters or on their
website. We encourage you to use the report card inserts at subsequent report card times
throughout the year. Each year we hear from parents and teachers that the inserts are effective in
raising awareness and helpful in promoting non-abusive communication strategies.

This “Report Card Insert Project” is a relatively easy way that all of us can work together to
make a difference. Thank you for your help! If you would like more information or have
feedback about the Project, please email saralacroix@alldkids.org. Working together we can
reduce incidences of child abuse at report card time and beyond.

Sincerely,

Tora Lo Croie

Sara La Croix, MSW/MPA
Director for the Los Angeles County Child Abuse Prevention Councils (LAC-CAPCs) and
Strategies TA

Children's Bureau at Magnolia Place
1910 Magnolia Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90007
saralacroix@all4kids.org
www.lachildabusecouncils.org




Tips at ReportCard Time

UNDERSTANDING:
The Most Important Grade

Communication approaches:

e SIT DOWN with your child and look over the report card.

* PRAISE YOUR CHILD. Find at least one good thing: attendance , no
tardiness.

« BE CALM! Letyour child tell you about their grades.
« EXPLORE with your child about what can be done to improve grades.

* MAKE A PLAN with your child's teacher and your chid to improve school
performance.

Ifyou have questions or need help with your child's school performance, contact your
child's teacher,guidance counselor, orprincipal.

For help with parenting ssues and resources, please contact:

2-1-1 LA County
www.211la.com

Prevention

Councls \www.lachildabusecouncils.org




Consejos para leer lalibreta de calificaciones

COMPRENSION:
La calificacion mas importante

Pasos de communicacion:

e SIENTESE con su hijo/ay lealalibreta de calificaciones.

* ELOGIE A SU HIJO/A. Encuentre por lo menos algo bueno: buena asistencia, no
llegar tarde.

* MANTENGA LA CALMAL! Deje que su hijo/a le explique sus notas y progresos.

» EXPLORE con su hijo/a en que pueden hacer para mejorar las calificaciones.

* ELABORE UN PLAN con su hijo/a y su maestro para ayudarlo/a mejorar sus

calificaciones.

Sitiene alguna pregunta o sinecesita ayuda con el rendimiento de su hijo/a enla escuela, comuniquese
con el maestro de su hiio/a, con el consejero o el director.

Para obtener ayuda y recursos relacionados con la crianza de sus hijos/as, comuniquese con:

2-1-1 LA County

www.211la.com

LA County
¢ Child Abuse

¢ Prevention

Counclls www.lachildabusecouncils.org

{Spanish)
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Nhirng Lo'i Khuyén Khi
Nhan Phiéu Thanh Tich
Hoc Tap

HIEU BIET VE:
Diém Quan Trong Nhat

Khi gap tr& ngai & truong:

= NGOI XUBNG v&i bé va xem qua phiéu thanh tich hoc tap.

= KHEN BE. Tim it nht mot diém t6t d& khen: di hoc deu,
khéng di tré.

= BINH TINH! D& bé néi vé diém kém cta minh

= HOI XEM c6 thé gilp gi d& bé hoc t&t hon.

= HOI XEM bé c6 thé lam gi dé dat diém cao hon.

- LAP KE HOACH v&i bé va thay c6 clia bé dé gitp bé hoc t&t hon.

N€u quy vi ¢6 cau hdi gi hodc can hd tro vé viéc hoc clia bé, hdy lién lac vdi thiy ¢, ¢6
van vién hodc hiéu trudng cha bé.

Dé duoc hd tro vé van dé gido duc con cai, hay lién lac:
2-1-1 LA County
www.211la.com

. LA County
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(Vietnamese)
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